
 
 

Application guidelines  
 

2026 OWSD-Elsevier Foundation Awards 
for Early Career Women Scientists in the Developing World 

 
‘Sustainable, Affordable, and Reliable Energy’ 

 
Applications for the 2026 awards are invited from women scientists who have made significant 
contributions in the area of sustainable, affordable, and reliable energy, whose research is linked to 
SDG7 (Affordable and clean energy), who have received PhDs within the last ten years and who have 
lived and worked for at least 5 years in an eligible Scientifically and Technologically Lagging Countries 
(STLCs).  
 
The deadline for submission of applications is 31 August, 2025. 
 
Applications must be made online, in English, and must include:  
 

• Official documentation proving 5 years’ residency in an eligible STLC.  
The following documents can be submitted as proof of residence as long as the name of the 
applicant (as written in the online form) appears clearly: statement from the local police office 
or municipality, population registry office, rental agreement, utility bills, employment contract. 
This list is not exhaustive and alternative documents can be considered. Please write to 
owsd@owsd.net if you are not sure about the eligibility of your documents. 

• Evidence on how your research contributes to advancing the SDG7 (Affordable and clean 
energy).  

• Motivational statement of no more than 2500 characters describing why you should be 
selected for this award, the excellent quality of your research, greatest achievements of your 
scientific career, impact of your work locally/regionally/internationally, and where relevant, 
any persona/professional challenges you have faced and overcome given your context (for 
ease, we recommend that you prepare this beforehand and copy-paste into the text box). 

• PhD certificate 
• Curriculum vitae 
• Full list of publications 
• At least 2 reference letters (reference letters must be prepared on official letterhead and should 

be written and signed by senior scientists familiar with your research). 
 
If any of the supporting documents are not in English, you must attach an English translation. 
Documents in other languages with no accompanying English translation will NOT be considered. 
 
You can see all details about the eligibility and evaluation criteria here. 
 
In order to help you prepare your application, please see a sample of the application form below. 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
https://owsd.net/sites/default/files/2023_OWSD_Awards_Eligible_STLC.pdf
https://owsd.net/sites/default/files/2023_OWSD_Awards_Eligible_STLC.pdf
https://onlineforms.twas.org/apply/288
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
https://owsd.net/sites/default/files/2026_OWSD_Awards_Eligibility_Evaluation_Criteria.pdf


2026 OWSD Elsevier Foundation Awards 
SAMPLE APPLICATION FORM 
Please note this is a sample form and is not a valid application. All applications must be submitted online by 
creating an account via the TWAS Online Forms platform. 

 

Please note all fields marked with an asterisk (*) must be completed. 

 

 

 

 

https://onlineforms.twas.org/apply/257


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


